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which the Senate is elected on the same
franchise as the House of Representatives.
I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Mr. Leslie, debate ad-
journed.

Hmus adjourned at 6.10 p.9n.

Wecdnesday, 11th August, 1946.
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The PRESIDENT took
p.m., and read prayers.

the Chair at 4.30

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Eighth Day.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. E. M. ENAR (North-East)
[4.33]: May I at the outset join with other
members in extending- congratulations to
you, Sir, and to Mr. Kitson and 'Mr. Seddon
onl their respective appointments and to the
three new members onl their election to this
House. Your elevation to the Presidency,
Sir, is the reward of hard work over a
long life, and I hope you will be blessed
with good health to carry out the high
duties of your office. Mr. Kitson 's appoint-
ment as Agent-General has, so far as I
am aware, not found one critic, and this
may fairly be regarded as some indication
of the high esteem in which he is held by
all sections of the people. I am sure he
will create an excellent impression in Eng-
land and prove a fitting successor to MAr.
Troy. I do not believe that any higher
tribute than that could he paid to him.

The appointment of Mr. Seddon as Chair-
man of Committees is also wvell merited and
I know that I am expressing the hope of
his colleagues for the North-East Province
when I say that we wish him a speedy and

complete recovery from his present serious
illness. I feel confident that the House has
suffered no loss by the election of Messrs
Benrietts, Forrest and Simpson. We have
all been greatly impressed by the maiden
speeches of those gentlemen and I con-
gratulate them upon the able way in which
they have stated the case for the people
outback. Whilst Mr. Forrest and Mr.
Simpson were not known to me previously,
Mr. Bennetts has been well-known to me
for many years, and I assure members that
his election to Parliament is the culmina-
tion of long years of splendid servie to
the community on the Goldfields. He is
conscientious and hard-workingI and those
qualities will make him a valuable member
of this Chamber.

The Lient.-Ciovernor's Speech strikes a
very optimistic note, and both in regard to
what has been accomplished and the plans
that are in hand, the Government deserves
con-atulation. If ever our State has
fallen onl its feet, that time is now, and any
impartial critic miust agree that the Goy-
ermnent realises this and is doing every-
thing in its power to cope with the situa-
tionl.

H~on. L. B. Bolton: We only want the
workers to agree.

Hon. E. ALt HErENAN: There are manly
difficulties ahead, but difficulties are thle
inevitable consequence of the sacrifices
forced upon us by the war effort. Housing
is a typical example, but to my mind the
Speech shows that everything possible is
being done to meet the difficulty. There is
no easy, quick solution of the problem; it
is world-wide, but I am pleased to note that
the Government is concentrating on the pro-
vision of building materials, while the ap-
pointment of Mr. Wallwork to make an
examination of the whole set-up is to be
commended. If his work in this direction
has the good results that it had in the coal
industry, it will be a matter of general satis-
faction.

Hon. C. B. Williams: I do not think be
has done anything much about the Collie
miners. They have always been good
workers.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: The goidmining
industry seems to be on the verge of a great
revival and, in all my years on the Eastern
Goldfields, I have never known the people
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as a whole to be more confident and opti- Australia per medium of this tax and only
mistic than they are at present. From Layer-
ton in the north to Norseman in the south,
and from Edjudina in the east to Southern
Cross in the wvest, one hears glowing ac-
counts of newv mines awaiting development,
of options being taken and of new finds hav-
ing been made. Judging by what I have
seen and been told, it seems certain that this
wonderful industry, which has already pro-
duced gold to the value of over £E270,000,000,
will continue to play a vita! part in the
welfare and development of our State. It
may be timely to recall that only last month
the gold yield ia Western Australia amount-
ed to over £500,000 in value. This increase
is sure to be progressive when the industry
gets properly under way. Its prospective
value as a means of providing employment
in the difficult days ahead can hardly he
estimated.

The Government is to be commended for
what it is doing to assist the goidmining
industry. The geological surveys of the
various fields have already borne fruit in
the Coolgardie district, where newly found
mines are being opened up, and the surveys
will in future be of inestimable value to
prospectors and other gold seekers. The re-
cent increase in assistance of 30s. a week
given to men without means who desire to
go prospecting is a step in the right direc-
tion, although I hope that before long
it will be possible to raise the amount to
something in keeping with the basic wage.
Prospectors have always been and will al-
ways remain an integral part of the in-
dustry. They have been responsible for find-
ing practically every mine, and they are the
men who put up with the greatest hard-
ships and generally get the least for their
pains. Financial aid and other assistance
given to these men will always be repaid
directly or indirectly, because these are the
men who will find the new mines and cause
the growth of new townships.

Reference has already been made to the
incidence of what is termed the Common-
wealth gold tax, as it affects Western Aus-
tralia. I hope that some early relief from
this tax will be granted. Like all other in-
dustries, mining in the future will have to
contend with rising costs of production and
care has to be taken that this will not mean
that large low-grade propositions are ren-
,dered unworkable. During the war years,
over £3,500,000 was taken from Western

about one-fifth of it was returned in the
form of assistance to prospectors and low-
grade producers. The tax affects this State
particularly because mining is our largest
industry. It is an industry that will be this
States greatest means of progress and
stability in the uncertain future. Anything
that is a handicap to its welfare and pros-
perity should therefore be abolished.

It is pleasing to know that as a result of
representations made to the Government by
members for the district, the Commissioner
of Railways is to visit Laverton this month
with a view to investigating the need for a
weekly train service. This district has vast
potentialities from the mining point of
view; but with one train a fortnight, its
development is at present frustrated. What
is needed is a fast Diesel coach for pas-
senger traffic, and I hope that when such
coaches are available one will be placed on
thi line.

There remains a grave need for addi-
tional housing, better schools and hospital
facilities on the Goldfields; but I am pleased
to know from the Lieut.-Goveraor's Speech
that these matters may receive early atten-
tion. There is likely to be a large increase
in population on the Goldfields; and in
spite of some degree of uncertainty about
mining towns, families must be encouraged
to live in them, and they must be given
proof that all the amenities of life are not
confined to people who dwell in cities.

One piece of legislation that vitally af-
fects miners and their dependants is the
Workers' Compensation Act. The amend-
ments passed last year wvere a great im-
provement to the Act, but I express the hope
that before this session ends the Act will
be further improved by increasing the
death payment to £1,000. At present it is
£750. I have always maintained tha 't this
sum is quite inadequate compensation for a
widow and family whose breadwinner loses
his life in the industry.

I am very pleased to note that a Bill will
be introduced this session to deal with the
vexed problem of starting-pric betting. It
has reached a stage where something must
he done; and we, as members of Parliament,
can no longer avoid our responsibility in
this regard. I am not one to encourage the
growth of gambling, with all its attendant
miseries and evils, but the existing situa-
tion is a tragic farce and cries aloud for



[14 AUGUST, 1946.] 259

some wise solution. If it is impossible to
stamp out starting-price betting, to my mind
the only sensible thing to do is to regulate
it in some way. In this regard we are for-
tunate in having the experience of other
States to guide us. I have pleasure in sup-
porting the motion.

HON. W. R. HALL (North-East) [4.45]J:
First of all I would like to associate myself
with the remarks made by other speakers
and congratulate you, Sir, on being ele-
vated to the position of President of this
Council. I also desire to congratulate the
newv Chairman of Committees, Mr. Seddon.
I understand that at present he is ill, but
I hope that next week he will be back with
us to take up the position he is so capable
of filling. I would like to congratulate the
Chief Secretary. I think the Government
has made a very wise choice in selecting him
to be Agent General for Western Australia
in England. The Chief Secretary came from
the Old Country, and no doubt his know-
ledge of England and the knowledge he has
gained of Western Australia will be of ad-
vantage to this State when be takes up his
new office. I extend a hearty welcome to
the three new members. I listened to the
speeches they made and have no doubt they
will be an acquisition to this Chamber. They
made very good maiden speeches.

Hon. C. B. Williams: I would not lie
them all in our constituency.

Hon. W. R. HALL: I do not know that
they would do any harm there either, so
long as the hon. member was not there? I
did not intend to speak on the Address-in-
reply. I have been here for eight years and
have spoken to the motion on almost every
occasion, but I find that the Government
-1 gather I am allowed to criticise so long
as my criticism is fair-takes little notice
of what is said by members during this de-
bate. However, I feel that I cannot allow
that to deter me. I have a few comments
to make affecting my constituents and I in-
tend to take this opportunity to submit
them for the information of the Government.

Hon. C. B. Williams: It is nice to have
six years ahead of you, isp't it?

Hon. W. R. HALL: The first matter to
which I wish to refer concerns the Workers'
flames Board and the position of housing
-on the Goldfields. I am going to be brief.
I want to reiterate what I have said in years

f121

gone by. I cannot let the occasion pass
without referring to what I have previously
said and hoping that something will be done.
The Goldields people are in a very bad way
in the matter of securing permits to build
and obtaining permits for building materials.
Not so long ago I had occasion to make
application to the hoard on behalf of a per-
son who lived 45 miles from Kalgoorlie at
a place called Grant's Patch and was reluct-
antly compelled to come to Kalgoorlie and
rehabilitate himself there because the Ora
Banda mine had closed down. This man,
who was married, pulled down his house and
carted it on his own truck to Kalgoorlie. He
rented a house there in the interim, but
when he wanted a permit to re-erect his
house, which he had brought from 45 miles
away, the Workers' Homes Board would not
grant it.

Hon. C. B. Williams: You stick to that.
It was in my province.

Hon. W. Rt. HALL: I will stick to any-
thing I say. I do not want the hon. mem-
ber to back me up in that regard. The man
of whom I speak is now in my province, but
the hon. member is mixing up the two. The
man who came from Grant's Patch was in
Mr. Williams's province, but is now in mine.
I hope that is quite clear. I think the
Workers' Homes Board should have ranted
that man a permit, because he had to pay
rent while the house that he had pulled
down was lying on a vacant block next door.
That is not a fair thing. I only hope that
if the Hill to extend building control for
another 12 monthi is brought forward this
session, the Goldfields and country districts
will be made exempt from the neessity 4if
obtaining permits.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Otherwise you
wvill invoke the Legislative Council to Oe-
feat it; is that your ideal

Hon. W. Rt. HALL: Another matter that
has been the subject of discussion in the
past is that of the starting-price bookmaker.
It was mentioned a few moments ago by Mr.
Heenan. I know, from the Lieut.-Governor's
Speech, that it is the intention of the Gov-
ernment this session to bring down a Bill
for the control of betting. How farcical is
the situation at present when the police
have to charge a man with obstruction,
under the Traffic Act, in order to bring
more money into Consolidated Revenue for
the Government?
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Hon. C. B. Williams: You are chairman
of the Kalgoorlie Road Board. Why do you
approve of the police doing it?

Hon. W. R. HALL: The local authorities
outside a 25-mile radius from the metropoli-
tan area are the controllers of their own
traffic. They are the ones who should have
the control of traffic and of obstruction
charges, if any are to be laid. The Traffic
Act says that the police may take action,
and this makes it optional on their part.
Road boards generally do not want them to
do it, and I notice that they do not make
any other charges in relation to traffic out-
side the 25-mile radius. As regards the IKal-
goorlie Road Board, I desire police control
of traffic for that board, and for the Gold-
fields, but some local authorities do not
want it.

Hon. C. B. Williams: But not for the
S.P. bookmakers.

Hon. W, R. HALL: When we see men
who arc dummies having to face the police
courts every Monday morning, and being
fined anything up to £70, and when we
know full wvell that they are not the real
culprits, it seems farcical.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Do you call them
dummies? They are "stooges."

Hon, W. R. HALL: "Dummies" is the
term applied to them. I do not believe it right
that the present situation should exist, be-
cause any young man-and there are a lot of
youing men who are charged and who act
as dummies-if ever he applies for a Gov-
ernment job, is met first with the question,
"Have you ever been convicted?" That
conviction stands against him for life, and
it is for that reason that I do not like to
see men going before the courts on Monday
mornings on S.P. charges, in place of the
real S.P. bookmakers who should be there in
their stead. I am in favour of bringing down
legislation to control betting, particularly
for the country districts and the Goldfields.
In Laverton, Leonora, Owalia, Menzies and
down to Kalgoorlie, and even in your own
constituency, Mr. President, nearly all the
residents feel the uirge to have a' bet. I think
most Australians desire to have a little
gamble.

Hon. A. L. Loton: They like to speculate.

Hon. W. R. HALL: In the past we have
brought down legislation that has resulted
in driving S.P. men into their shops one

day and outside the next. They do no
know where they are with all the running ii
and out; they put me in mind of rabbits
Why not let the Government face the posi
tion and bring down legislation that wil
save all this trouble? It looks to me ai
though S.P. betting will go on as long a!
any of us here are on this planet, and for
long while after.

I come now to the action of the A.B.C
in fostering SJY, betting. Practically fron
the time broadcasting begins on Saturdays,
the wireless sets blare out a description oi
the races in Melbourne and Sydney, anm
from practically every racecourse in Aus
tralia. In doing that, the A.B.C., or thi
Commonwealth Government, or the respons
ible department, is facilitating the makinf
of bets on those races. If a mian is caughi
at starting-price bookmaking in a shop ac
is fined, he loses his telephone. Was ther(
ever anything so ridiculous? The A.B.C
broadcasts descriptions of races and thi
race results, the prices, the jockeys, anc
everything else; yet if a man is caughi
S.P. betting, his telephone is taken away

Hon. C. B. Williams: It is illegal for hin:
to bet over the telephone.

Hon. W. R. HALL: If the bon. membei
gives me a chance, I will try to make mh3
point. I dare say all members 'who repro
sent country areas have had the experience
that I am about to mention. The farmei
comes in every Saturday afternoon to thE
nearest town, just as the miners do fron:
north of Kalgoorlie. They come into towi
on Saturday afternoons, have a couple ol
drinks and put a few shillings on a horse
It is difficult to take that little pleasure awa3
from them after they have enjoyed it foi
so many years. At Kalgoorlie, for instance:
there is only one race day per fortnight:
the races being held on Wednesday after.
noons. The men who have to work shifts
on Wednesday mornings and Wednesda)
afternoons have no opportunity of attending
the racecourse, because of the day and after.
noon shifts on that day, and their onl
alternative is to go along to an S.P. shop-

Hon. C. B. Williams: There are nont
there.

Hon. W. R. HALL: -and have a bet, il
they so desire. Would it not be better thal
a Bill to control betting should be broughi
down so that people may have a bet if they
so desire without causing all the troubh(

260
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that is seen in our police courts every Mon-
day morning? Reverting to the telephone
question, I point out that S.P. betting in
the main affects the working classes. It
does not affect the man in a job who has
a telephone alongside him. He merely 'rings
up his bet and the money goes on without
ally trouble to anyone or any obstruction of
traffic. He can go his way quite happily.
I daresay that if members of either House
want to have a bet they put their money
on in the same wanner,

Hon. C. B. Williams: If they have any
brains they do not bet at all.

Hon. W. R. HALL: The magistrates as
well as the police are placed in an un-
enviable position. They have a job to do.
Although I have nothing to say as to the
manner in which they do it, I feel we would
be lacking in our duty if we refrained from
passing legislation that will allow betting to
he done under certain control. I under-
stand there is no difference between the
S.P. bookmaker and the man who is stur-
rounded by a four-square fence on a race-
course; that they are in the same category
so far as betting is concerned. If that is
so, as I am led to believe, I fail to see why
any differentiation between them should be
made. If it is good enough for the S.P. man
to be picked up in the street every Satur-
day-

Hon. F. E. Gibson: In his turn.

Hon. W. Rt. HALL: There is a lot in
that. If it is good enough for some S.P. men
to be picked up in the street every Satur-
diy, it is good enough for the other fellow
too.

Hon. C, B. Williams: In his turn.

Hion. WV. RI. HALL; Why give pro-
tection to one set of bookmakers?' I
am led to understand that they are no
more entitled in law to lay the odds
than are those who are charged with ob-
structing the traffic. I saw a person being
arrested in Kalgoorlie last Saturday week
on a charge of obstructing traffic. Two
policemen came along. I think the man
knew beforehand that he was, going to be
arrested. He was standing between two
cars, and there was only one mnan with him.
The policemen came up on each side of him
and issued a marc:hing ord~r and the man
went off between them to the police station.

Hon. C. B, Williams: What happened
then? Did the game go on? Of course it
did!

Hon. W. R. HALL: I do not know whe-
ther the game went on Or not. I am merely
informing the House of what happened
when this man was arrested by the police
on a charge of obstructing the traffic, There
was no more obstruction of traffic than
there is in my standing up here this after-
noon. I hope the Government will bring
down a Bill to control betting and that
members will give it vcry serious considera-
tion. Whatever happens betting will never
be stamped out. As one member said,
if an Australian has the urge to gamble
nothing will stop him.. 'It would be
in the interests% of alt concerned if
members gave the proposed Bill very
earnest consideration. I shall now re-
fer to another matter. I have travelled on
the Great Eastern Highway since I was 18
years of age, and Wish to bring under the
notice of the Government the deplorable
condition of the road from the end of the
bitumen section 200 miles up the line to
Coolgardie.

lion. C. B. Williams: It is nearly time
something was done seeing that there are
13 members supporting the Government.

Hon. W. Rt. HALL: I visit Kalgoorlie
at least once a fortnight. That is in my
province. There are times when it is neces-
sary to go in the car and there are other
times when one cannot get a berth on the
train. A member of Parliament is just as
much entitled to go to Kalgoorlie by car
if he desires as to go by train. Indeed, it
costs him more to go by ear so that he does
not take a ear for nothing. The road is in a
deplorable state. The pot holes in it are
very bad. I made a statement in 1938-at
that time we did not know that war was
imminent-to the effect that before the bitu-
men section reached Kalgoorlie tbere would
be aeroplanes flying between Perth and
that town, and that is the position today.
Unless the Government takes steps to have
the road connected up from No. 5 Pumping
Station to Coolgardie its condition will be-
come worse and worse.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Unless the Labour
members for the district take action.

Hon. IV. R. FTALL: If there are many
men out of employment in the future the
Government could take up sections of the
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road every 20 miles and complete it pro- effect that he would give the general public
vided that bitumen supplies are available,
so that the people of the Goldfields might
have a good road, for which no doubt they
would pay dearly. It is also due to the
people of Perth that they, too, should be
able to get through to Kalgoorlie in com-
fort! I wish the Government to know that
even the bitumen road which has been down
for some years is lifting up, and if it is
not soon seen to it will cost hundreds of
thousands of pounds to replace.

Hon. G. Bennetta: Do you mean between
Norsemnan and Coolgardie?

Ron. W. Rt. HALL: That is ia the South
Province. Members should know the re-
quirements of their own provinces. I have
spoken before about the turned-down miners
on the Goldifelds. It seems to me that mine
is like a voice crying in the wilderness when
I ask that some consideration should be
given to these people by the Government,
or by those wvho are representing the Gov-
ernment on the Mine Workers' Relief
Board. Tiiese unfortunate men require an
increase in their weekly payments. I have
stressed this matter before, and the sad posi-
tion in which these men find themselves.
They know their days are numbered, yet
they have had no increase in the rate that
is allowed to them. The rate has been the
same for a number of years.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Quite correct!

Hon. W. Rt. HALL: They are men who
have done their duty by the country, and
because of the position in which they find
themselves today they are entitled to the
first thoughts of the Government and of
those who are responsible for giving them
their weekly payments. Those payments
should certainly be increased.

Hon. E. AT. Heenan: The trouble lies
with the Commonwealth.

Ron. C. B. Williams: The trouble lies
with the Government. If it would put in
a chairman instead of a magistrate it would
get somewhere.

Hon. W. R. HALL: I wish to bring an-
other matter under the notice of the
Government. The present Minister for
Mines and Railways has done a won-
derful job, and if he keeps en as he
is going we shall all be better off.
I heard him make a statement in the Kal-
goorlie Town Hall 18 months ago to the

of Western Australia transport, whether by
road, bus, plane or railways. He is keeping
his word. We are not so isolated on. the
Goldfields and on the Northern Goldfields
now as we were before the present Minister
took control.

Hon. C. B. Williams: You will be expelled
all right!

Hon. W. Rt. HALL: Because he has per-
mitted a daily plane service to be inaugur-
ated between Perth and Kalgoorlie he has
done something which will prove a boon to
the Goldfields people. The service will give
businessmen on the Golddields an opportunity
to fly to Perth and back in the one day,
and will also provide an opportunity for
Perth people to go to Kalgoorlie and back
in the one day, and at the same time will
enable emergency cases to be dealt with ex-
peditiously. One thing is causing me some
concern in this connection. I moved a motion
in favour of at daily aeroplane service be-
tween the Goldfields and Perth. My opinion
was that we should progress with the times,
and that even if we were not air-minded
ourselves our children would be. The Gold-
fields wvere entitled to progress just as much
as any other part of the State. What wor-
ries me is the effect the service may have
on the railways. As a result of this daily
service the Railwvay Department may lose its
first-class passengers because there is very
little difference between the cost of a first-
class fare--only a pound or so-and the
fare by plane.

Hon. C. B. Williams: But it is 3 hours
against 20.

Hon. W. Rt. HALL: Let members recol-
lect that on numerous occasions such as dur-
ing the holiday season people have had to
queue up on the Kalgoorlie railway station,
and at Christmas time men, wvomen and
children have had to stand all night there.
That shows that we are not progressing in
the way we should, otherwise those things
would not ho allowed to happen as they
do year after year. I warn the Railway
Department that if it wants to hold the pas-
senger traffic it will have to give a better
service to those it is its duty to cater for.
If it does that, it will be able to hold the
traffic. If the department does not give
an adequate service to the people on the
Goldfields, the a *eroplane service will be the
means of bringing the railways down to the
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rank of a mixed goods traffic proposition
before long. This does not prevent me from
saying that we should progress with the
times. Our children will be airminded even
if we are not. The plane has come to stay.
I hope the railway authorities will endeavour
to handle the Christmastide situation better
than it has done in the past.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Do you agree with
the uniform gauge or do you want the 3ft.
6in. gauges

Hon. W. Rt. HALL: I travelled recently to
the Eastern States and am satisfied with the
way the Western Australian railways are
ran. So long as they give the public a good
service there will be nothing to complain
of. I am only looking at the matter from
the point of view of the Government and
that is why I brought up the point I have
already wade. Although there are other
topics on which I desire to speak, I shall
content myself with supporting the motion.
I did not intend to take up so much time
of the House because I have come to the
conclusion that very little happens in con-
nection with requests put forward to the
Government on the Address-in-reply, hut I
felt I could not let this occasion pass.

HON. G. B. WOOD (East) [5.15]: 1 do
not intend to detain the House very long,
mainly because, judging from "The West
Australian," there is a lot of important
business to come before us. Nevertheless,
the debate on the Address-in-reply is an
excellent opportunity to air a few griev-
ances which hove come under my notice dur-
ing the year and to make some suggestions to
the Government. With other members, I
join in congratulations to our new mem-
bers. I also congratulate you, Sir, on your
appointment to the high office of President
of this Chamber. I desire to pay a warm
tribute to our late President, who occupied
the position for about 20 years-a record.
He was a born President, kind and just.
He was extremely kind and reasonable to
new members; and it is a great advantage
for a new member to sit under a sympa-
thetic President.

My first complaint relates to the taking
away of the Italian prisoners-of-war from
the farms and putting them into concentra-
tion camps, particularly one concentration
camp at Northam. My opinion is that that
step was an insane one for the Common-

wealth Government 'to authorise, partie'-
ladly at the time it was taken. I know to
my sorrow, as do many farmers around me,
what that step means. We had trained those
prisoners-of-war to our way of working and
to our way of thinking. We had weeded
out the undesirables. Many of the prisoners
were taught to drive teams of horses and
tractors; those who could not do that work
were able to do what we call the odd jobs
about the farm and thus enabled the farmer
to drive the team or work the tractor.

Yet we found that at the beginning of
seeding-a most important seeding, in my
opinion, in view of the Government's le-
quest that every effort should be made to
produce food-these prisoners-of-war were
taken away and put into a camp at Northam.
That was in April last. Possibly they 819
still in the camp. That action on the part
of the Commonwealth Government not only
caused great hardship to the farmers hut
involved the taxpayers% in the expense of
feeding the prisoners while the latter were
in idleness and discontented. So far as I
know, none of the prisoners ran away from'
the farms, as they ware too happy there.
Some of them did not like work very much,
but others did and carried out their labours
contentedly. I understand some 40 of the
prisoners are now in various parts of West-
ern Australia. I cannot understand the
failure of the State Government in not tak-
ing more action than it did. True, the
Minister for Agriculture wrote to Mr. Ded-
man, or 'whoever is in charge of the matte;,
and made a protest; but the Commonwealth
Government replied that that was its policy
and consequently that was the end of the
matter. I believe the State Government
should have been more emphatic in its pro-
tests.

I make this suggestion to the Govern-
ment: The prisoners arc still in the camp
and we believe they will be there for quite
a long time. About 350 of them have left
for Italy, but it will be some time before
the remainder leave. The State Government
should make further representations to the
Commonwealth Government to allow the
prisoners to work on the harvesting, par-
ticularly in the areas within a certain dis-
tance of Northam where most of the hay is
grown. Judging by the season there will
not be very much hay to garner; but prac-
tically no labour is offering toay at tha
farms. Perhaps the unions have something
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to do with it. Perhaps they said to the
Government, "Ydu have to make way for
somebody else to do the work on the farms."
I do not know whether that is so, but the
fact remains that no labour is offering to-
day on the farms. It is a sorry spectacle;
these prisoners are willing to return to the
farms to work, and goodness knows what
it is costing to feed them while they are in
camp. The farmers paid £2 a week to the
Commonwealth Government for each
prisoner.

I want something done about the State
Transport Co-ordination Act. During last
winter farmers had their tractors held up
owing to lack of fuel oil, for the simple
reason that the railways could not trans-
port it. This caused considerable hardship.
to the credit of the Transport Board, it
did relax the regulations last May when it
was asked to do so, but why should we drift
into that unhappy state of affairsl' Why
should a farmer's tractor be held up for a
week or two weeks, and why should he he
forced to make -representations through his
member of Parliament or through his road
board to get the regulations relnxed We
know perfectly well that the railways can-
not handle this oil. I do not know why, but
the fact remains that they cannot, and that
has been proved.

In all good faith I suggest to the Minister
controlling transport that he allow the road
trucks to have an open go at the beginning
of the season, so that that position will not
arise again. I received a telegram, about
last May, stating that there was not a drum
of crude oil-tractor oil-in the Wongan
Hills district and that every person con-
cerned was crying out for it. I went to the
Transport Board, which fixed the matter up.
But why should the position arise9

Next, I desire to refer briefly to native
affairs. In the report of the department
we find that the Commonwealth Government
pa id to this State on behalf of our aborigi-
nes the sum of £49,549 for child endow-
ihient. I shall now make a statement which
f know will not be very popular. I believe
that the average native was treated very
badly in regard to child endowment. To
: Fncourage any person, whether a native or

niot, to dodge work and live on a community
is not doing him a good service. Since
the, introduction of child endowment the
niatives have traded on it. We find it very

much harder to get them to work; they
are breeding much quicker, whether married
or not, and they have money to throw up
in the air at the two-up school. At York
only two months ago 40 natives were out-
side the sports round playing two-up and
I venture to say that half the money was
child endowment money.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: That is their national
game.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: Someone drew the
attention of the sergeant of police to the
matter and he stopped the game. Hundreds
of other natives were there as well. When
the sergeant said, "'I am going to stop
you," one old gin said, "You won't let
us gamble, so we will drink instead." Most
of the money the natives were gambling
with on that day wvas not earned by honest
work. I believe the Government has power
to collect the child endowment. According
to the report of the department, a consider-
able amnount of the money is paid to mis-
sions and Government institutions. Person-
ally, I believe that all the child endowment
should be paid either to missions or to
the Government. It should be put into a
trust fund and doled out to the natives
who deserve it. I do not believe the De-
partmnent of Native Affairs understands the
position. I quote the following short para-
graph from the department's report:-

Even though there may be nome criticism
about eases of abuse in the expenditure of
child endowment moneys, the fact remains that
child endowment to natives means £49,000 of
Commonwealth money to the State, and so far
as nntives n concerned the money reaches
business and trade circles and this is a good
thing for the State's industries.

So it is, but surely we should have some
better objective than that. I suggest to
the Government that this money could be
paid perhaps to local committees or to some
central committee which could act on the
advice of the local sergeant of police. By
adopting such a method we could he sure
that only the natives wvho honestly deserve
the child endowment money would receive
it. Many of these natives will not work so
long as they can obtain this money.

I would also draw the attention of the
Government to the appalling condition of
the native camps, particularly those at York.
T do not know whether an officer of the
Department of Native Affairs ever inspects
these camps. I spent some time in the
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North-West, and I know that the myalls and
bumpies in the North-West are very much
better than the camps we see in the vicinity
of some of our country towns, I saw one
mob of natives living in a tent-there were
six of them. That tent was their only shel-
ter throughout the wet winter. The £49,000
endowment money would be far better spent
in providing natives with decent camps con
reserves outside the towns. It would be very
well spent indeed. I would not make the
suggestion that this money should not be
used for the welfare of the blacks, but I
do say that it could be better spent than
it is at present.

Hon. H. Tuckey: Are the York natives
permanent residents there?

Hon. G. B. WOOD: Yes, there seems to
he a gang that stays there. A number come
up from Brookton for the races, but there
is quite a large population of natives
around York at the moment, and their living
conditions are appalling.

Dealing briefly with wheat matters, I am
not going to dwell on the wheat stabilisa-
tion measures, about which we will have an
opportunity to talk later. But I have had
some figures that were given to me which
show that Western Australia has not had
quite a fair deal from the Commonwealth
Government in regard to wheat licenses over
the years. These figures are rather inter-
esting and show that in New South Wales
the average wheat acreage before the war
-taken over the five years preceding the
war-was 4,168,000 acres, and in 1946
licenses were granted for 5,978,000 acres,
or an increase of 1,810,000 acres, Victoria
increased its area under -wheat by 947,000
acres. South Australia was given a decrease
of 262,000 acres-why, I do not knowv.
Western Australia, with which we are con-
cerned, had its licenses decreased by 799,000
acres. I do not know why that occurred,
but it is something that the State Govern-
meat could take up. It could find out why
we were penalised to that extent. Queens-
land had an. increase of 206,000 acres. Last
year, when speaking oil the Address-in-reply,
I had a little bit to say about the Price
Fixing Commissioner in relation to the
lowering of the fixed price of rabbits and
of out-of-season vegetables at York.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: Do you grow rabbits?

Hon. G-. B. WOOD: No,

Hon. 0. Fraser: They grow themselves,

Hon. G. B. WOOD: That is quite right.
This year, I am happy to say that the Price
Fixing Commissioner has-but not through
anything I have said-seen the error of his
ways. Instead of allowing Is. 8d, a pair for
rabbits to the trappers, he now allows 2s. a
pair. I made a prophecy last year that- if
the price allowed by the Commissioner to
the trappers were is. 6id. a pair-which I said
it should be-we would have no rabbits. That
position has come about today. It is very
hard to get a rabbit in the country. I be-
lieve that is the solution of the difficulty.
Not only has the increased price saved the
farmers an immense amount of money ana
time, which they have not got, but it has
saved their flocks front toxic paralysis
which, no matter how careful one may be,
they contract. Today it is very hard to go
out and get a rabbit for the dogs. I put
that down almost entirely to the price that
the trappers have been allowed to receive.

Hon. V. Hamersley: The Commonwealth
Government has a tax on them.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: Yes. I hope that the
present position will continue. If a person
down here is prepared to pay Is. 6d. or
2s. for a rabbit, then let him pay it! People
in Perth look on rabbit as a luxury. They
do not have to cat it if they do not wish to.

Hon. V. Hamersley: They get it without
coupons.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: Yes. I saw a few
months ago where a butcher, or a dealer,
charged Od. more than he should have for a
rabbit and he was fined £5 as a result. I wish
now to deal with the matter of the out-
of-season vegetables at York. A greatF-r
price has been allowed to the people who
produce them, and it is to their consider-
able benefit, and also to the breneft of the
people in Perth, who are able to buy thdse
vegetables which cannot be produced here
in the orthodox way. I want to urge the
G3overnment to do something for those
vegetable growers-about 40 of them-at
York, who are growving celery, lettuce and
cauliflowers out of season, When I say that,
I mean at a time when they cannot be
grown at Wanneroo and other places, near
the metropolitan area. This is a fine in-
dustry that is being built up, but the
growers are hampered through lack of
water. It is not a very big thing that*i
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want the Government to do for them; it is a cheque for £120 and would then be sent
only a Matter of putting in a few large
pipes. This industry means a tremendous
amount to the tradespeople, the motor
people and others at York. Certainly the
growers are foreigners, but far-reaching
benefits accrue from the industry. I hope
the Government wvili see its way dlear to
giving better water facilities.

One other item I wish to touch on is
that of the Disposals Commission and the
disposal of Arnmy vehicles. A most extra-
ordinary position has been allowed to
develop by the Government-particularly ab
it is a Labour Government! I am going
to deal with armoured ears and scout ears.
These vehicles wore sold to dealers-people
who were not in the motor bnusiness at
all. They were allowed to make a rake-
off of 100 per cent. on each vehicle,' and
they made more than 100 per cent. on the
I'ren gun carriers. I, as a farmer, or as
a representative of a road board, could not
go to the Disposals Commission and say,
"I want a Bren gun carrier." I would be
told to go to a dealer at Collie, Perth or
somewhere else. Instead of a road board
being able to buy a Bren gun carrier for
L34 10s. it has to go to a dealer and pay
C75; for an armoured car it has to pay £120
instead of £60, and for a scout ear £93 10s.
as against £50.

If these dealers were in this business i n
(he same way as are Sydney Atkinson Ltd.,
Attwood Motors and others, I would not have
so much objection because they were, per-
haps, debarred from selling trucks as they
could not get them, but to allow these
dealers, who have nothing to do with the
motor trade except to sell spare parts, to
acquire all these vehicles and sell them at
such a huge profit is highly undesirable and
wrong. I would not expect the Disposals
Commission to accept terms, but I believe
that a farmer or anyone else should be able
to come along with his money and say, "I

-want a truck," and be allowed to have one
instead of these people getting such a big
rake-off. I have nothing against these
people. I say, "Good luck," to them, but
there is no excuse for the Government. I
know one firm that made £12,000 or E15,000
o ut of this business, and its representative
never went near Nungarin where the vehicles
were. A person would go to the firm with

to Nungarin where he would get the truck,
and he would have no choice.

When he mentioned the matter of road
making machinery last night, Mr. Forrest
raised an important question that has
been concerning many of us "recently. I antL
perturbed about how wve are going to repair
our roads in the future. I am talking now
as a member of a road board. Wages have
gone up tremendously, while the capacity
or the willingness of employees to work has
gone down to a large extent. I believe the
only solution of the problem is the use of
road making machinery, and I am sorry to
say that the machinery I have in mind is
beyond the capacity of most road boards to
purchase.

I do not know what the Government can
do about it, but I believe that money could
be found-perhaps from the petrol tas,
which has not been spent-to subsidise road
boards to enable them to purchase road mak-
ing material. I understand that the Allied
Works Council has, in the Eastern States,
some of the machines that I have in mind.
I make the suggestion to the Government
that some of these large machines should
be brought to Western Australia and let to
the road boards in order to do this desirable
work. We have had two particularly wet
years, with the result that some of our gravel
roads arc in an appalling condition. I do
not see how wye are going to repair them by
the ordinary pick and shovel method. I have
much pleasure in supporting the motion for
the adoption of the Address-in-reply.

HON. H. S. W. PARKER (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [5.43]: May I join with other
members in congratulating you, Sir, on your
elevation to the office of President. I think
it is a matter for rejoicing by every mem-
ber of the House that your health has per-
mitted you to accept that office, and I trust
you will long continue to enjoy good health
and retain your present position. Also, may
I be permitted to congratulate the Chief
Secretary on his appointment. We have cer-
tainly started this session in a happy way
as a result of the excellent appointments
that have been made. I feel sure that the
education-if I may put it that way-that
the Chief Secretary has had in this House
will stand him in good stead in the office
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he is about to occupy, and I amn certain that
be will fill it to the great satisfaction of
the people of Western Australia.

I trust that Mr. Seddon will return, in
good health, to occupy the position that
you, Sir, have filled so ably for so long.
I hope that he will be able to follow in
your footsteps, although you have set a
very high standard. But I feel sure
that he will, with the assistance of members,
enjoy himself in the position that you left
vacant. It seems to me that we are very
fortunate in having such excellent new mem-
bers elected to the Chamber. I am sure they
will help us to understand the difficulties
experienced in various parts of Western
Australia. They come from the far north
and, so to speak, from the far south, and
also from the central part of the State.
New blood is a very good thing, but at the
same time I am not at all anxious that there
shall be too much new blood introduced as a
result of the next elections.

There are very few matters that I wish
to place before members. The transport
problem ini the suburbs is very difficult. I
appreciate that it is due to a large extent
to the fact that new vehicles are not avail-
able. I understand-I do not know if I have
been rightly informed-that during the ses-
sion we are likely to discuss a measure the
object of which will be to bring about an
amalgamation of all the transport services
and place them under one Minister. If that
is the position, I think such a move will be
of great advantage. If that is the object, I
trust the Minister who will be in control of
the transport services or even the present
Transport Board will investigate more deep-
ly the problem relating to suburban traffic.
It is impossible to get a seat in a bus un-
less one waits for some time at the head of a
queue. Certainly one must get there early
and wait near the top if one is to secure a
seat.

There is no doubt that the buses at pre-
sent are dangerously over-crowded and,
moreover, they are apparently in a dangerous
mechanical condition, judging by the noises
and rattles that one hears as they proceed
along the road. If the Government can do
anything to assist the bus companies to pro-
cure new vehicles, I trust it will be done
promptly. Competition seems to be of great
importance when it comes to the provision
of transport. Comparatively little dlifficulty

is experienced in journeying by bus from
Perth to Fremantle. On that route there are
two lines in competition and not only are
those buses in competition but they have to
contend with the trolley buses as far as
Claremont and with the train service right
throrqgh to Fremantle.

I suggest to the Transport Board that it
should force the companies to take some of
the buses off the present routes in order
to provide feeder services until-and even
after-more buses are available. I speak
particularly of the Mosman Park Bus, which
goes as far as Richardson-street at Clare-
mont, turns round the river, and makes its
way through to the rope works. If there
were feeder buses from, say, the Mosman
Park railway station to the Swanbourne
railway station, one could board a bus or
trolley bus or train, go to the Swanbourne
station or the Richardson-street crossing,
get into a feeder bus and so reach home
quickly. It might mean paying something
extra but one could select a time for tra-
velling when there would be no overcrowd-
ing. As it is now, there is a bus at 4.30
p.m. and the next goes at 5.10 p.m. From
then until 6.10 p.m., when the last peak-
period bus leaves, one could not even get
a "Daily News" squeezed into the bus. Con-
ditions at present are most dangerous. We
find people standing on the step and, on'
top of that, the conditions under which
they travel are most unhealthy. In fact,
the existing conditions are wrong in every
possible way. No-one could have any pos-
sible ground for complaint respecting the
crowded buses if there were the alternative
of going by train or trolley bus, which lat-
ter form of conveyance is crowded only
between 5 and 5.30 p.m. From then on-
wards the traffic on the trolley buses eases
off considerably.

Much of the present difficulty could be
obviated if we had feeder services. In fact,
I suggest that the Transport Board should
insist upon the companies running a feeder,
or shuttle service, running through Mosman
Park and then feeding the railways or trol-
ley buses. It may be said that there are
no buses available with which to earn out
that suggestion. I claim there are ample
buses available for the purpose. Recently,
with a number of other people, I waited for
20 minutes in the pouring rain simply be-.
cause the Mosman Park bus was late. Every
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person in the queue was wet through. I had
on an overcoat, and when I reached home
I had to change every garment I had on,
even to my underclothes. It is certainly
wrong that steps have not been taken to
provide shelters for those awaiting trans-
port. There are most suitable sites near
the river where the buses could stand. It
seems to me entirely and absolutely wrong
that we should have bus stands in the mid-
die of St. George's-terrace.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: I hope you are not
suggesting that we use the Esplanade or
the river frontage for a bus stand.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: I certainly
think we should not use the present stand
in St. George's-terrac for the buses. The
vehicles should be made to circulate and not
stop. That is bow it is done in London,
where the buses do not stop at a terminal
point. For my part, I do not see why we
.should not use some of the area referred to
-not the Esplanade, but the site west of it
where the R.A.A.F. nied to be located.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: I think it is wrong.

HEon. H. S. W. PARKER: Certainly,
there should he properly constructed places
where people could wait to hoard buses and
the buildings should not be ramshackle. I
hope the Transport Board will do something
to investigate thoroughly the manner in
which people have to travel by bus during
peak periods. I suggest that the bus com-
panies he not permitted to charge full fares
for passengers who are required to stand
during the journey. If only half fares were
charged in those circumstances, the bus corn-
panics would get a move on and would
quickly procure additional buses- I have
spoken to directors of these companies and
I feel sure that they do not appreciate the
position. I have not seen any inspector
of the Transport Board making investiga-
tions to ascertain what is happening.

I suggest that what is required is more
competition. On one occasion I had to wait
in Thomas-street for a bus, and when it
came along it calmly went past, so I had
to continue waiting in the rain. Another
man camne along a little while afterwards,
and I said to him, "D~o not the buses stop
here?' He replied, "The 5.50 bus does not
stop at all. It is not allowed to do so." I
asked him why that was so, and he replied,
"The buses are always filled in Perth." I re-

marked that the one that had just passed
had not been full, so that was not correct.
His reply to that was, "The buses do
not stop anywhere along the road at
this hour." That surely is a matter for the
Transport Board to deal with.

I was very pleased to bear Mr. Fraser
refer to the conditions at the Titles Office.
There is no doubt that that office is fright-
fully congested, and people who have busi-
ness to do there have to wait a long while
merely because of the lack of staff. I quite
appreciate that it is not easy to secure men
for that office, seeing that the officials have
to be well trained. I will say that although
the staff at the Titles Office has to put up
with great difficulties, one encoun tens only
extreme courtesy in transacting business
there. The officers will do the work required
of them promptly enough if only one can
get a word in their ear. A worse place
than the Titles Office, from the standpoint
of congestion, is the Stamp 'Office. Ono
would think that the Government would be
only too pleased to grab all the money that
was available, but if any member chose to
wait outside the Mines Department offices
at any time of the day, he would notice
a queue of people waiting to have documents
stamped. That sort of thing should be
avoided.

Hon. G. Fraser: The officers there cn
get through their work much more quickly
than is possible at the Titles Office.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: It all depends.
Sometimes, if the business to be dealt with
is complicated, it takes the commissioner
quite a long time to assess the stamp duty
payable.

Hon. W. H. Hall: The trouble is that
more assessors are required.

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: That is so.
Mow I come to a matter that I have referred
to on many occasions and feel that I must
mention once more. I allude to the nees-
sity for a parliamentary drafting de-
partment. It is most important that
we should have a staff-a competent
and fully-trained staff at that-to draft re-
gulations and parliamentary Bills, as occa-
sion arises. Probably a majority of the
members of this House never see anything-
bitt the Bills that are introduced here. On
the other hand, a legal practitioner sees
many of the regulations that arc drafted,
and laymepn assoceiated with vaiousi donsyt-
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ments, road boards, health boards and so on,
also have to peruse them. During the ses-
sion, we have a mass of regulations tabled,
and some are placed there almost daily.

To draft a regulation or a parliamentary
Bill is no easy matter; it is an art on itds
own. To draft an ordinary legal document,
such as an agreement or a conveyancing
document, is an entirely different matter. In
order properly to draft a regulation or a
Bill for Parliament one requires to have
undergone years of study and to exercise the
grintest care, aided by a very complete
knowledge of the law. At present, practic-
ally all the officers of the Crown Law De-
partment are new. Law officers change very
frequently and at present the Crown Solici-
tor is the only one who, has been with the
department for any rent length of time.
I understand, and believe, that those officers
are indeed very capable; but it is impos-
sible to appoint a man to a legal office of
that kind and then say to him, "As a side-
linc, you can do this work of drafting re-
gulations and Bills for Parliament." Work
of that description is the most complicated
form of legal practice that one can under-
take.

I have discussed this question with some
who have had to do the drafting work, andi
they have cordially agreed with me
that it is a most difficult job. Futhermore,
those officers are often asked to draft a
Bill, practically speaking, at a moment's
notice during the luncheon hour, when they
are asked to set aside other work in the
court or some urgent Crown Law under-
taking in order that they may do the draft-
ing. That is not fair. Should the Govern-
ment experience difficulty in connection
with Bills during the present session, it
will be entirely its own fault because it has
made no effort to build up a staff to follow
on with work of this very special na-
ture. It is quite easy to criticise the work
of the Parliamentary Draftsman, hut it is
an extremely difficult matter to draft a. Bill.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Do you mean that
the Government does not pay enough
money?

Hon. H. S. W. PARKER: No. The point
I am making is that work of this nature
is entirely separate and apart from that
associated with the drafting of ordinary
legal documents and, in fact, is quite a
different type altogether. The nearest I

can get to illustrating the difference is this
if one wanted some very fine joinery work
done, one would Dot give it to a brush car-
penter, for he could not do it. He might
know. the principles without being capable
of doing the work. That is the only simi4e
I can think of at the moment. It is essential
that we have a department-not a numhpr
of different individuals-to draw Bills fa%1
amendments--a parliamentary drafting de-
partment that would go on and on, and
when one officer received promotion or left
the Public Service, there would be somebody
else with a knowledge of the work to carry
on. This is most important for the general
welfare of the community. Some members
might think, "That sounds all right, but it
is just another legal quibble," hut I assure
members that until we get such a depart-
ment, laymen will continue to have many
headaches and lawyers will be put in the
way of making a lot of money because of
the courts having to try to determine what
is meant. If we had a competent drafting
staff, much of tho work of this Chamber in
Committee would be saved.

Hon. C. B. Williams: There would be
more confidence.

Ron. H. S. W. PARKER - Yes, and
furthermore members would be able more
clearly to understand what a Bill really
meant. Very often we have to say that a
Bill is intended to mean a certain thing
whereas actually it does not. What we want
is legislation drafted in such a way as to
make the meaning perfectly clear and dis-
tinct. I trust that before next session, a
start will be made to get a drafting depart-
ment. This department should be attached
either to the Crown Law Department or to
Parliament House, but I think it should
form a suh-departmenL of the Crown Law
Department.

We have been told that private members
wishing to get Bills drafted will now con-
sult a certain gentleman-a very capable
gentleman-but I do not know whether he
has ever had any experience in drafting
legal documents. I know that he has been
drafting wvills, but the difference between
drafting wills and drafting a Bill is as great
as the differenco between chalk and cheese.
Next year we might he told to go to some-
body else for drafting assistance. The
Master of the Supreme Court, who has a
job far removed from that of drafting, is
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one of the draftsmen. The Solicitor General
'is far too busy to give attention to this
work. He has to advise on all sorts of points
that arise, but he may be advising one
minute and drafting a Bill the next minute.
I trust that the few matters I have men-
*tioned will be given due consideration by
the proper authorities. I support the
motion.

On motion by Hon. L. B. Bolton, debate
.adjourned.

House adjourned at 6.4 p.m.

'Wednesday, 14th August, 1946.

(ltons: wool eorasto distribution of nr-,
time profit. ... .. 270

Soldier landttlemnt sto comanesonal rodize.
tlon or roots............................270

Air services, M to Albany license and extension
to Esperance, .. .. .. .. .. 271

Education--(a) s to unmeinlg school ateon.
modatlon ............................... 271

(bs to road tax on bus-serulot vehicles ... 272
Litie Assembly, nes to attendances of mem-
bers .. ... .. ... .. ... 272

Reailwas, a to Government subsidy to benevo-lent td ............................. 272
Dutch steamer - EonalreC as to attitude o

Fremantle lsmpers' Union.................272
Bills: Coal Alles Begulation, Inl.................278

State Transport Co-rdititon Act Andinenet
In. .... .... .... .... .... .... . 73

Business, Namces Act Amendment, Is. .... ..... 273
Electoral Act AmendmentF 2. .... .......... 289
Hailay (Hopotoma-lavcasthorpe) Dlscontlnu.- 9uale ............................. 9
Milk. Message, FR. .... ..................... 293
state Government Insurance Office Act Amend-

nt, Message...........................500
Marketing of Barley, Message................So0
Cattle Indestry Compensation, HMe g..........300

Motions: Electric[ty auppies and breakedwns, to
inquire by Select Committese................273

state Hotels, as to us aw communilty hotels ... 276
Public woarks standing committee, as to legislation 28for appointing .23
Traffic Act, to disallow angle-parldng regulatlons 2a5

The SPEAKER took the Chair at
4.30 pm., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

WOOL.EXPORTS.

As to Distribution of War-time Profit.

Mr. WATTS asked the Minister for Agri-
culture:

1, Is the State Government aware of the
amount held by the Commonwealth Govern-

meat (as distinct from the profit accruing
as a result of the British Government's war-
time purchase plan) from the profit made on
feilmongered wools on tops exported to
India, and any other transactions made with
wool provided by Australian woolgrowers,
stated to total in all more than £7,000,0001

2, If so, will he inform the House of the
correct details of the various amounts and
of the total involved?

3, Has the State Government made repre-
sentations to the Commonwealth that this
amnount should be distributed to woolgrowers
either in proportion to their contributions
to the total production of the Commonwealth
during the war or in any other manner?

4, If such representations have not been
made, will they be made?

The MINISTER replied:

1 and 2, Authoritative information has not
yet been received from the Commonwealth
Government.

3, A request has been forwarded to the
Prime Minister for definite information con-
cerning proposals for the disposal of funds
which have accumulated from the operations
of the Central Wool Committee during the
war.

4, Will be further considered when in-
formation referred to in No. 3 is received.

SOLDIER LAND SETTLEMENT.

As to Concessionul Reduction of Rents.

Mr. WATTS asked the Minister for
Lands:

1, Has the Government decided to extend
to es-Service personnel of the recent war
the concessional reduction of 50 per cent. in
respect of land rents as was done to ex-
Servicemen of the 1914-18 war?

2, If so, is it proposed to introduce legis-
lation this session?

3, Will the concession be extended to all
es-Service personnel, and will it cover leases
already held as well as leases taken up since
the war, or only the latter?

The MINISTER replied:

1, 2 and 3, This matter is at present under
consideration and a statement will be made
when a decision is arrived at.


